life of travels as a lecturer, researcher and 
visiting professor before he finally settled 
in California. The principal academic 
work of this time was his major study on 
coral reefs (1928) and the initial defence 
of the cycle from the attacks by Passarge, 
Hettner and A. Penck. The final rejuvena- 
tion encompasses the period after the 
third marriage until his death in 1934 and 
deals with Davis’ work on desert land- 
scapes in the American West, caverns and 
coastal benches. It also contains a detail- 
ec and extremely useful analysis of his 
correspondence, comments and attitudes 
toward the work of Walther Penck and 
the unfortunate misinterpretation of 
some of Penck’s ideas in Davis’ transla- 
tion and reviews of Penck’s work which 
formed the basis of the heated Davis- 
Penck slope controversy. 

Throughout the reviews of Davis’ work 
the major ideas are put forward in the 
form of quotations and discussed in rela- 
tion to the academic setting of the time. 
The aim is to assess his contribution itself 
rather than its impact on other work (this 
is promised for volumes 3 and 4 of the His- 
tory). However, where Davis is replying 
to criticism, both sides of the argument 
are given in detail. Great care also is tak- 


en to show the evolution and modifica- 
tion of his ideas in later years away from 
the classical Davisian studies published 
in the Geographical Essays (1909). 
These few scant paragraphs can do 
scarce justice to a work of this magnitude. 
The authors are to be congratulated on 
their achievement: it is a meticulously 
researched and scholarly presentation of 
Davis in the round which does both him 
and them great credit and will certainly 
become the basic reference text and an 
authoritative mine of information for a 
long time to come. Though the size may 
be a deterrent to the general reader 
there is much in the biographical sections 
to make it well worth dipping into for gen- 
eral interest and the academic will find it 
an indispensable source as a summary 
and synthesis of Davis’ work. The only 
disappointment is its cost for, unless it is 
issued in paperback or at a considerably 
reduced price, it is likely to remain solely 
in reference libraries rather than on the 
bookshelves of geomorphologists where it 
belongs. 
B. H. Luckman 
Dr. Luckman is an assistant professor of 
geography at the University of Western 
Ontario. 
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